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ATTACHED IS A COPY OF THE TEXT OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT TO BE MADE BY 
ZIEGLER AT 11:00 A.M. TOMORROW MORNING, IN ADD IT ION TO INFORMING 
THIEU, THE PRESIDENT WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD ADVISE SECRETA 
CONNALLY AND SHOW HIM A COPY OF THE TEXT, 

WARM REGARDS, 


Determined to 

Cen«lled s P«e“'of Matoh 16, 1983 
Archivist s memo o nUbla, 

By Yfitt NARS date. 
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(ZIEGLER ANNOUNCEMENT) 

I HAVE A BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING THE LEVEL OF OUR FORCES STATION! 
IN SOUTH VIETNAM, 

AS YOU KNOW* WE ARE WITHDRAWING FORCES FROM SOUTH VIETNAM AT A RATE 
DESIGNED TO MEET A 49*000 CEILING BY JULY 1, THAT TARGET WILL BE MET, 
THE FRESIDENT* AFTER CONSULTATION WITH TIC GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF VIETNAM AND A THOROUGH REVIEW OF THE SITUATION IN INDOCHINA* HAS 
DECIDED TO CONTINUE OUR WITHDRAWALS TO AN AUTHORIZED LEVEL OF 39,000 
BY SEPTEMBER 1* 1972, THIS WILL BRING THE TOTAL NUMBER OF WITHDRAWALS 
UNDER PRESIDENT NIXON TO 51 0*500, THIS FIGURE ON SE FT EMBER 1 WILL 
FEFRESENT LESS THAN 7 PERCENT OF THE AUTHORIZED VIETNAM FORCE LEVEL 
WHEN THIS ADMINISTRATION TOOK OFFICE, 

THIS DECISION IS BASED ON THE ASSESSMENT THAT SUCH WITH)RAWALS CAN TA 
PLACE WITHOUT JEOPARDY TO THE VIET NAM IZ AT 10 N PROGRAM OR THOSE UNITED 
STATES FORCES REMAINING IN SOUTH VIETNAM, 

IN CONJUNCTION WITH THIS ANNOUNCEMENT* THE PRESIDENT HAS ALSO DECIDED 
THAT EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY DRAFTEES WILL NO LONGER BE ASSIGNED FOR 
DUTY WITHIN SOUTH VIETNAM UNLESS THEY VOLUNTEER FOR SERVICE THERE, 
DRAFTEES PRESENTLY SERVING IN THAT COUNTRY OR ASSIGNED THERE WILL* 

OF COIR SE * COMPLETE TICIR NORMAL TOIRS OF DUTY, 
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